Northern York County School District
650 South Baltimore Street
Dillsburg, PA 17019
Telephone (717) 432-8691 ! Fax (717) 432-1421
Dr. Eric C. Eshbach
Superintendent

Mr. Jason R. Beals
Assistant Superintendent

Mr. Jason A. Young
Business Manager

March 1, 2019
Dear Northern Families,
I would like to make you aware of a very serious and potentially dangerous Internet
phenomenon called the “Momo Challenge” or “Momo Game” that some of our students may be
encountering. The Momo Challenge is a disturbing video targeting children and young adults,
which is available through social media channels such as Facebook, WhatsApp, YouTube as well
as in video games and other platforms.
In the video, a scary character, named Momo, asks viewers to perform dangerous and
potentially deadly tasks and provide photo evidence that these acts have been completed. If the
acts are not performed, Momo then threatens repercussions to the viewer. These threats are
alarming, as children have been told to do things ranging from harming themselves and others
to even committing suicide.
At the school level, we take steps to monitor and block access to sites that may provide access to
the Momo video. However, we know that our efforts alone are not sufficient. As a family
member, if you are aware of children gaining access through our systems we would ask you to
contact us immediately. We also encourage families to monitor children's use of devices and
social media. Additionally, please remind your children not to accept any invitation to play an
online game from an unknown person and never to click on unknown links. For more
information, please read the attached guide from National Online Safety about the Momo
challenge.
While I hope this Internet craze passes quickly, we need to work together to ensure the safety of
our students. The Leadership Team of the Northern York County School District will always
make addressing any potential danger our utmost priority.
If you have questions or concerns, please reach out to your building principal. As a reminder,
you can submit a tip on the District’s See Something Say Something website.
Sincerely,

Eric C. Eshbach, Ed.D.
Superintendent

